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On May 24 – 25, 2012 the University of Petrosani, Romania, Faculty of Sciences, Socio-Human Department, Social Work  Specialization in partnership with the University of South Carolina College of Social Work and the Eastern European Sub Regional Association of Schools of Social Work will host an international conference entitled “International Social Work: Working Together for Success.” 

This conference was designed to bring together people in academia (professors, students, researchers) and professionals (practitioners, international and national volunteers) to learn more about collaborating in the fields of social work and public health. Participants not only represented different disciplines, but also were from a variety of countries. The conference gave them the opportunity to experience learning together in a cross-cultural environment. It facilitated cultural exchange and promoted mutual understanding, which is necessary for any cross-cultural collaboration to succeed.  
Conference participants from the academic sector included Romanian social work students and American undergraduate students, Romanian and American professors, and American Fulbright grantees conducting research in three different countries. Participants from the professional sector included practitioners and volunteers from several different countries including Austria, Germany, Romania and the United States of America.
The specific objectives of this conference were: 

· To increase the quality of education in the field of social work; 
· To create a connection between European and American social work dimensions;
· To build an international network amongst academics, students, social workers and other professionals, working in the fields of social work and public health;
· To facilitate cross-cultural exchange.
The conference was divided into four parts: 
· The first section included lectures on a variety of topics including: Processes and Progress in Teenagers’ Deviant Dimension presented by Lavinia Popp, PhD; Volunteerism Worldwide presented by Jennifer Feenstra, PhD; The Glory of God is Humanity Fully Alive: Eastern Orthodox in Dialogue with the Human Development Approach presented by Dana Bates, PhD Candidate; and, Prolegomena Social Work Ethics based on the Categorical Imperative and Practical Imperative presented by Ion Hirghidus, PhD. 
There was also a special cross-cultural volunteer panel comprised of Ilona Frank, a German volunteer in Romania;  Zachariah Falconer-Stout, an American volunteer in the Republic of Moldova; Elma Loretta Morina, an American volunteer in Romania; and, Nora Dubyk, a Romanian volunteer in Kenya. This panel allowed individuals to share their experiences about living and volunteering in countries other than their own. 

· The second section included workshops on different topics related to social work and public health practices. They included Using Social Media for NGO Promotion moderated by David Barker, Peace Corps Romania Volunteer; Music and Art Therapy Practices moderated by Veronica Andreassen-Barker, MA, Peace Corps Romania Volunteer; Using Creative Tools in Social Work moderated by Felicia Andrioni, PhD,  University of Petrosani and Lavinia Popp, PhD from “Eftimie Murgu” Resita University; and, Public Health in Romania moderated by Karla Buru, MPH, Fulbright Student Researcher from University of South Carolina and Nora Dubyk from Caritas Organization.
·  The third section included two lectures on social work models and interventions. The first lecture was Recognizing parallels and differences in international social work held by Pippin Whitaker, PhD, University of South Carolina and the second was Circle of Security: A Relationship-Based Intervention for Parents and Children held by Cami Maianu PhD, Harrisburg Area Community College.

· The fourth section offered participants the opportunity to visit non-governmental organizations in the Petrosani area which offer social services to different categories of beneficiaries.
We believe that bringing together people from different backgrounds and allowing them to share ideas and learn from each other makes each person better equipped to serve the needs of their communities. We can make a difference by working together for success!
